
 

 
 

 

 

        Welcome! 
 

I am pleased to introduce our first newspaper of the 2019/2020 school year. The students have been 
working diligently and have really challenged themselves with their writing. This year we will be 
continuing our "Teacher Spotlight" column, movie reviews, obscure facts, and we will be uploading 
photos from different school events as well as student work. I hope you enjoy! 

Mr. Sarcona 
 

 
 

Teacher Spotlight 
 
For this edition of teacher spotlight, we have interviewed Mr. Graham, who is a substitute for Ms. Walsh 
(or you might know her as Mrs. Costagliola) temporarily. He teaches 5th and 6th graders. He has been 
teaching classes for 7 years now. He thinks his strongest strengths as a teacher are connecting with 
students and being patient when it comes to teaching students in the classroom. He joined Beaubien 
because he heard that it was a good school and he liked teaching 5th and 6th graders. He also makes 
sure that the students in 5th get all the skills they need before going to 6th and 7th grade. He feels that 
it’s exciting when it comes to using technology. He is still learning how to incorporate technology into his 
lessons but feels that technology would make his class more interesting. We are all very happy that he 
has decided to join Beaubien! We’ll see you in the next edition of Teacher Spotlight!



 
 

Obscure Facts! 
 

1. Like casinos, shopping malls are intentionally designed to make people lose track of time, removing 

clocks and windows to prevent views of the outside world. 

2. The first shopping cart was a folding chair with a basket on the seat and wheels on the legs. 

3. In the late 1800s in Corinne, Utah, you could buy legal divorce papers from a vending machine for $2.50. 

4. Every day, there are an average of 60,000 mentions of Wal-Mart on social media. 

5. YouTube was Started as a Dating Site 

6. Walmart net earnings also happens to be more than the earnings of Apple, Target, Amazon, Coca-Cola, 

Macy’s, and Walt Disney Co. – COMBINED! 

7. Painted turtles survive winter by breathing through their butts.  

8. Stop signs used to be yellow. 

9. The blob of toothpaste on your toothbrush is called a nurdle. 

10. There is a Boston Typewriter Orchestra 

11. The Wizard of Oz's Full Name is Oscar Zoroaster Phadrig Isaac Norman Henkel Emmannuel Ambroise 

Diggs 

12. It is possible to hypnotize a frog by placing it on its back and gently stroking its stomach. 

13. Nearly three percent of the ice in Antarctic glaciers is penguin urine. 

14. A cow gives nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in a lifetime. 

15. Cows Produce More Milk When Listening to Slow Music 

16. Giraffes have no vocal chords. 

17. Kangaroos can't fart. 

18. An ostrich's eye is bigger than its brain. 

19. Pigeons can do math. 

20. A group of ferrets is called a business. 

21. A group of owls is called a parliament. 

22. Axolotls can regenerate their parts. 

23. A group of rhinos is called a crash. 

24. Cows have best friends. 

25. Some Worms Can Jump 

 
 
 
 

CPS Strike  

As Seen Through The Eyes of Beaubien Students 

Sam’s P.O.V: As a student in CPS, I have a much larger view and opinion about the 11 day CPS 
Strike. When I first heard that the teachers were about to go on strike, I was thinking “This strike is not 
going to last for at least one week.” On the first day of the strike, I had to go to school. It was not your 
average learning day of school, but it was just a temporary place to stay during the strike. CPS schools 
were still open and they provided activities for children. They also provided breakfast and lunch. You 
were able to go home once it was 2:45, just like a normal school day. Then, I went to school to a point 
where I thought the strike would be never-ending. It was just going to school, day after day. Every 
night, my parents got phone calls about the updates on the CPS strike. They were automated phone 
calls that state, “The CPS teachers are still currently on strike and schools will not be in session 



tomorrow until further notice.” The thoughts that were in my head were suddenly changing. But there 
were still some positive thoughts in my head. One of them was that we didn’t have school the next day. 
One bad part about the strike was that for half of the strike, I was at school and I was getting bored 
because there were quite a few 6th graders and the rest were little kids. But the other half of the strike, 
I was able to stay home and chill. But there were still a couple more downsides of the strike. One of 
them was that extra days were added to the school year. They took 2 days from winter break, one day 
from Thanksgiving break, and 2 at the end of the school year. Finally, the 11-day strike ended on 
November 1st, 2019. So, it was time to go back to school. I’m super happy that we are back in school 
but we still have 5 days added to our school year. I’m still having thoughts on the strike, but now I wish 
that the strike wasn’t two weeks long.  

Asad’s P.O.V: It was just a normal school week, the 5 days that we are all used to before the 
weekend. Then all of a sudden, CPS decides to throw a strike at us. We didn’t know how long it would 
be for, we were all making guesses. 2 days, 4 days, but we did not expect it to go to 11 days! Every 
night at around 8:00 PM, there would be a phone call that responded with a constant message of (in 
my summarized version of the call) “there is no school tomorrow bye.” It was pretty amusing for the first 
few days, just staying home with no care about school. The calls saying whether there was school 
tomorrow or not were like a coin flip. Most people just thought of the strike as a break but did not think 
about what the teachers have to do. They have to argue their point for the whole time while we rest 
and have the best time of our life. I feel like the teachers should’ve gotten a break, noting that it was a 
vote that chose if there was or wasn’t a strike. Plus, they still have to teach on days that there is not 
supposed to be school. School days got added to Thanksgiving break (1 day), winter break (2 days), 
and summer break (2 days). But, as I slowly lost faith in the no school coin flips, I got bored of having 
days off. I wanted to go back to school. No reason, don’t question it. School is the biggest part of our 
lives, and you get used to having school 5 days a week. My brother and I playing around, then a phone 
call came. Oh, yay, another day off of school, I thought. My brother picked up the phone, listened for a 
bit, then closed the call. Let me guess, no school tomorrow? Nope, there’s school tomorrow. I was 
pretty happy about it, just mentally, not physically. That Friday, we went to school. I was happy to see 
my friends and do something besides rest at home all day long. Then came the weekend. I was not 
that happy about that, because the strike already ruined the purpose of a weekend. But it passed by 
quickly. Then it was back to the normal 5 days a week schedule. (sorry if this was a bit too descriptive 
and long)  

Saad’s P.O.V: Over the school weekdays, which were normal, the intercom announced that we would 
be going on strike for a couple of days. It turned out that it was 11 days(15, including weekends). In the 
end, I feel that these 2 or so weeks of the strike was pretty unnecessary since it adds on days at the 
end of the school year. It adds 1 day before Thanksgiving break (Starts Nov. 27 originally), takes 2 
days from Winter Break (ends January 4 originally), and adds 2 days before Summer Break (Starts 
June 20 originally). I think this break was good because we got to relax for a long time and focus more 
on things not related to school. I feel that this was unfair to the teachers since they didn’t get a break 
and they had to fight for things inside of the school for 2 weeks straight. They also had to take care of 
the kids that came to the school during the strike. Also, the more days we had off of school, the more 
bored I felt since school takes up most of your day, and it is a good time-consumer. Other than that, 
the strike was pretty fun overall. That was my opinion on the 11-day strike. 
 
 
 
 

 

Trends of 2019 



 

Minecraft 

By Andrew Fukawa 

Minecraft is a video game that was initially released in 2009 on the computer by Mojang, an unknown 
company at the time. But, it would soon become one of the best games ever. After the game was 
recognized, many content creators on the platform “YouTube” made videos on it. Before you know, it 
started to thrive. It was spread across different platforms, including PlayStation, Xbox, and even mobile 
devices like iOS and Android. Unfortunately, after a while, it started to die down because of other 
competing games. Out of nowhere, in 2014, Microsoft bought the game from Mojang. People thought 
that they were crazy. People thought that they were just going to lose money because of the insane 
amount of money they offered to Mojang for it- ($2.5 billion to be exact!) But then it happened. This 
year, popular YouTuber “PewDiePie” (Felix Kjellberg) also the former most subscribed to YouTube 
channel run by an individual- (yeah, I’m not giving it to you, T-Series)- started to play it as a joke. 
Since he was such a major content creator, many people followed his steps. Within less than a year, 
Minecraft made a comeback. And what do you know? It is now the most downloaded game of all time, 
with a cosmic 176 million downloads to date. Now it’s competing with popular games like Fortnite, and 
it’s not slowing down anytime soon! 

 

 

 

TIK TOK! 

 

Tik Tok is the sound a clock makes, but this kind of Tik Tok is an app. An app that lots of people want 
to be on- 500 million people to be exact! I don’t blame them. They can get famous off of it and 
advertise different social media platforms. Tik Tok was made in September of 2016, which was just 3 
years ago! It first blew up in 2018 after it gained 45 million downloads on the app store. The app blew 
up because people wanted short entertainment, similar to that of the app Vine. 

Did you also know that TikTok was formerly known as another popular app, Musical.ly? The reason the 
name was changed was that a company, Bytedance, had bought it. It’s hard to believe that this app is 
still trending after 3 years.  

You may be wondering what Tik Tok is, and well, here's a summary. Tik Tok is an app where you can 
have fun while making funny videos for your friends and/or family to see. To be eligible to use the app, 
you need to be at least 13 years of age. People can learn new trending songs or dances on the app 
like Cradles, Roxanne, and many more. Because of Tik Tok, a lot of songs can become more popular. 
This is one of the trends of 2019! 

https://sites.google.com/cps.edu/december-8-2019/home#h.p_gJ1NRe6sHwVV
https://sites.google.com/cps.edu/december-8-2019/home#h.p_gJ1NRe6sHwVV


Movie Reviews 
 

 

By Sofia Escobar 

 

Tall Girl 

The new Netflix original movie “Tall Girl” is a movie about Jodi, a 16-year-old junior that is very 
insecure about her height. In the introduction, she talks about how the main antagonist, Kimmy, has 
made fun of her ever since she can remember, and continues to do so over the course of the movie. 
Meanwhile, her dad has worried about her developing social problems and from a young age, wanted 
to put Jodi on steroids. The movie’s plot itself is about a Swedish foreign exchange student 
transferring to her school. Due to Sweden being the home of giants, he was coincidentally exactly her 
height (6’1). So, she immediately fell for him. But along the sidelines, a boy named Jack Dunklman 
(who’s love interest is Jodi) watches as he ruins his reputation and any chance of getting with Jodi. As 
the movie progresses, the love she had for him was disrupted by no other than Kimmy. But in the end, 
Dunklman and the foreign exchange student get into a fight about Jodi and she falls for Dunklman. 
This movie has become a social media hit, and people have been using the line “You think your life is 
hard, I’m a high school junior wearing size 13 Nikes, MENS size 13 Nikes. Beat that.” as a way to 
make humorous content. The ratings on the movie itself aren’t that good, they got 44% rotten 
tomatoes, 5.3 out of 10 on IMDB, and is rated for ages 12 and up. I do not recommend this movie 
because I personally think, the plot is very messy, and in the rising and falling action, the characters 
gave out a lot of negative energy to each other. 
 
 

Frozen 2 

About a week ago, Frozen 2 (the sequel of Frozen) was released to all the wondrous fans aimlessly 
waiting for their favorite princesses to return. Unlike the first movie, the sequel reflects their courage 
and bravery as they experience things they thought of as a fantasy. They also reveal dark secrets that 
they had never known, or even thought of as the movie goes along. Based on the reviews, the movie 
itself is pretty good. It received 76% Rotten Tomatoes, and 4 out of 5 on Common Sense Media. But 
aside from the movie, the music is much better than the original soundtrack. The tunes are very catchy 
and feature popular artists at the moment such as Panic at the Disco. I personally recommend this 
movie because it’s a very family friendly film and the plot is very lively. 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BEAUBIEN 6th-8th GRADE DANCE 

On October 25th, 2019, Beaubien hosted the school dance. Actually, wait, they didn’t because of the 
Chicago Public Schools strike! (Read about that in another part of the newspaper). 

The scheduled date was then pushed to the 22nd of November on a Friday, but it was worth the wait! 
It went from 6:30-8:30 and if you didn’t get there before 7 p.m, you were prevented from entry. That 



shows just how good it was. Okay, let’s really get into the dance. The music was 10/10 because the 
songs were surprisingly decent and then there were the over the top, 11/10 songs like “Take on me,” 
which was practically a match in heaven for the Minecraft players. The dance did live up to its name 
because there was a lot of dancing but not the slow dancing like you think there’d be. It was more like 
people jumping around with their phone lights on like at a Paul McCartney concert. We are all looking 
forward to the next dance!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beaubien Newspaper Staff 
 

We do the planning, writing, revising and editing. 

 

Hi, this is totally not someone else writing a bio for Mr. Sarcona. I am the host of newspaper club.  

My name is Kristen Kaczor and I’m in 7th grade. Last year I was a part of Newspaper club and I loved 
being a writer, as I do now. (I’m also in love with the band 5 Seconds of Summer) 

Hi. My name is Saad Sheikh and I am a 7th grader. I liked being a part of newspaper club last year 
because it was fun, and I loved it. (I was in the OG newspaper club group, if I didn’t say it already) 
:) 

My name is Asad Sheikh and this is my second year at newspaper club. I used to write the events, 
and may still be doing it this year. By the way, I wrote Mr. Sarcona’s bio.  

Greetings reader. I am Andrew Fukawa and I just learned how to solve a Rubik’s cube. 

I’m Sofia, your average 6th grader that joined Newspaper Club. I also like the color purple:) 

My name is Sophia Hernandez. I’m in 6th grade and I joined newspaper club because I like writing. 

Hello fellow humans my name is Addison CINTRON I like drawing and I use plastic straws. :0  

I’m Reggy.  

I’m Mieschelle Medina (you can call me Mitchel) I like Cheez-its. The newspaper club looks fun. I like 
wearing hoodies. ;) 

Hello I’m Lucy jeswald. I’m in 6th grade and my goal for the school newspaper is making a comic 
section.  

My name’s Raul and I don’t know what to put here.  

Hi I’m Tija and I think I’m lactose intolerant. I was in the last newspaper club and it was very vibe.  

Hi I’m Sam and I like Krispy Kreme Doughnuts. I also have a very epic vibe and I like cheeseburgers 
without the cheese. 



My name is Jakub Koszacki and I am a student at Beaubien Elementary. My favorite sport is soccer 
and I like to solve Rubiks Cubes. I like Wendy’s plain cheeseburger and my favorite show is Peppa Pig 
BUT EDITED ON YOUTUBE. 
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