
Student School Bus Safety Tips 

 
At the Bus Stop  
 

 Walk safely to the bus stop and stay well away from the street. 
 Arrive at the bus stop 10 minutes before bus time. 
 When waiting, keep yourself and your belongings out of the road and 

away from traffic. 
 Don’t run between parked cars and buses. 
 Never move towards the bus until it has stopped and the driver opens the 

door. 
 
 
Danger Zone around a Stopped School Bus 
 

 Stay 10 feet away from the front or back end of the bus so that the driver 
can see you. 

 Wait for the driver to signal you to board the bus. 
 Before stepping off the curb to board the bus, look left and right to make 

sure your path to the bus is clear, especially if the bus is stopped away 
from the curb. 

 Check that drawstrings, backpack straps, scarves and loose clothing 
cannot get caught on the bus handrail, door or the seats. 

 Use the hand rail when entering the bus. 
 Do not push or shove other students. 

 
 
Getting Seated on the Bus 
 
 

 Find a seat and sit down. 
 It is important to listen to the bus driver in case there are any special 

instructions for your bus ride. 
 Do not leave your seat until the bus arrives at your stop. 
 Help keep the aisles clear.  Backpacks or books can trip someone or block 

the way to the emergency exit. 

School Bus Safety Tips  4/25/2005 



 
Bus Conduct 
 
Parents should discuss these bus conduct and safety rules with their children.  
To insure the safety of those who ride the bus, observance of certain rules is 
necessary.  Respect for other is expected on the buses at all times.  Your child 
should understand that riding a school bus is a privilege and unruly conduct on 
the bus is a risk to the safe operation of the bus. 
 
 
 
Bus Safety Rules 
 

 Arrive at the bus stop 10 minutes before pick-up time.  The driver is NOT 
permitted to wait for students. 

 When the bus arrives, stand well back from the curb or stopping point and 
wait until the bus comes to a full stop. 

 Never reach through the window to take an item from a friend. 

 Do not put your head or arms out of the windows when on the bus. 

 Do not eat or drink on the bus. 

 Students are expected to be courteous and obedient to the driver. 

 Tobacco, drugs, and alcohol are prohibited. 

 Weapons, explosives, or any other dangerous articles are prohibited. 

 The ignition of matches, lighters, etc. is prohibited. 

 No object is to be thrown into, out of, or inside the bus. 

 Students must not use obscene language, gestures or gang signs. 

 Fighting, yelling or loud talking is not permitted. 

 Harassment or intimidation of others is not permitted.  

 Students will never use the rear emergency exit except upon the direction 
of the driver or other competent authority. 

 Willful destruction or defacing of school bus or private property 
surrounding school bus stops is prohibited. 
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School Bus Safety Tips for Parents 
 

     
 
 
Bus drivers, students, parents and school personnel all share a 
responsibility to ensure that children get to and from school safely every 
day.  Here are a few tips that will help you to reinforce the school bus 
safety message with your child: 
 
 
Help your child find the safest route to the bus stop. 
 
Review with your child the bus safety rules, stressing why they are necessary. 
 
Make sure that your child’s clothing and book bag do not have loose strings or 
straps that can be caught on the bus handrail, door, or seats. 
 
School bus discipline is a cooperative effort among student, parent, bus driver 
and principal to ensure the safety of all students.  Misbehavior on a school bus is 
highly distracting to a driver and creates an unsafe condition. 
 
The bus driver merits the respect and courtesy due all school personnel.  Please 
teach your child to obey the bus driver.   
 
When your children are very young, accompany them to the bus stop and meet 
them on their return, if possible. 
 
If children will be unaccompanied when they get off the bus in the afternoon, 
teach them the safest route to get home.  Stress that they should go directly 
home, or to their regular after-school location, and check in with you or their other 
caregiver, before going anywhere else. 
 
The school will conduct a safe bus evacuation drill twice a year that your child will 
participate in.   
http://www.cps.k12.il.us/Parent/Transportation/Transportation_Services/IL_State
_Law_Bus_Safety_Training.pdf) 
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School Bus Safety Tips for Motorists 

 
 
 
Children are at the greatest risk when they are getting on or off the school 
bus.  Most bus-related accidents happen when students are hit by 
motorists illegally passing a stopped school bus.  Please be alert and 
cautious near a stopped school bus. 
 
 
A pamphlet on school bus safety issues for Motorists and Illinois law can be 
found at  http://www.isbe.state.il.us/funding/pdf/bus_safety_motorist.pdf. 
 
The laws regarding vehicles stopping or passing school buses can be found in 
the Illinois Vehicle Code, Chapter 626, starting with Section 5/11-1414.  
(http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=062500050HCh%2E+11
&ActID=1815&ChapAct=625%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B5%2F&ChapterID=
49&ChapterName=VEHICLES&SectionID=28620&SeqStart=113790&SeqEnd=1
46490&ActName=Illinois+Vehicle+Code%2E) 
 
Highlights: 
 
Two-Lane Roadway 
When a school bus is stopped to pick-up or drop off students, all lanes of traffic 
must stop. 
 
Four-Lane Roadway 
When a school bus is stopped on a four-lane roadway with at least two lanes 
traveling in the opposite direction, only those lanes of traffic traveling in the same 
direction as the bus must stop. 
 
On-Way Multi-Lane Roadway 
When a school bus is stopped to pick up students, all lanes of traffic must stop. 
 
State law requires all school buses to stop at railroad crossings.  The driver will 
display the hazard warning lights, stop the bus, and look and listen for an 
approaching train.  Stay well back from the school bus and do not attempt to 
cross the tracks until the bus has cleared the crossing. 
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