
 
 

Student Work from 5th Grade 
Cursive Comeback 

 
Remember cursive? Ya, that loopy handwriting that you learned in grade school that made you proud 
of yourself for once because it looked so grown up. Now, you just use the cursive font on your device 
to cheat your way out of writing it. Turns out, cursive is a FASTER and more efficient way of writing 
than even just printing every single letter. So because of this, I believe that cursive should make a 
comeback because it could help enhance your writing skills and could open new doors and 
opportunities to express yourself. 
 
Now a days, most people (if you haven’t noticed) have been communicating more through 
technology. I have to admit, I am one of those people. But if you think about it, typing doesn’t really do 
anything for you. It doesn’t help with handwriting, writing stamina, and basically defeats the whole 
purpose of writing altogether. But after learning cursive myself in SECOND GRADE, I know how hard 
it can be. After all the twists, turns, and loops in just one letter, it could become hard to carry on. But 
there are some advantages to learning the loopy writing. It so happens that cursive is a FASTER and 
more efficient way of writing that even beats printing! It’s because you don’t have to lift up your pencil 
once in a single word. It can also highly advance your penmanship, and also gives you the creativity 
to play around with your writing and making it unique. 
 
Within the package of learning cursive, you don’t only advance your writing skills, but it also enhances 
the creative side of you! This handwriting can give you many opportunities to express yourself and 
your style on paper. For instance, some prefer super LOOPY, but some prefer little loops. Not only 
can it express you with the writing itself, but you can also put it to great use in postcards! Postcards (if 
you didn’t already know) are an exciting way of contacting friends and family members without using 
any electronic device. Postcards come with many pictures of locations, animals, and much else. Now, 
you can show off that new handwriting to all the people closest to you!  
 
My point is, after learning cursive, you just might make writing that much more enjoyable. There are 
so many ways that by just changing the style of your writing that you can open so many new doors of 
becoming the unique person that you are! But my question is, what if printing was left in the dumps? 
 
Sofia / 5th Grade 
 

 



Our planet Earth is overheating by the minute! The ice caps are melting and polar bears are dying. 
Global warming is going to take over the planet, and it’s going to be our fault! It also affects our 
health. Our lungs can’t take the greenhouse gases. I believe that we should try and reduce global 
warming because it damages our planet and animals in the Arctic are soon to go extinct.  
 
Arctic animals are really important. If they go extinct, they can put a big hole in the food chain. Did 
you know that there are also humans that are dying in the Arctic? People have to move and rebuild 
their homes because a lot of ice is melting. One of the most endangered species in the Arctic are 
polar bears. They are threatened, and people are trying to help them. The ice melts while they are 
sleeping, and in the morning, they end up drifting away on a block of ice. Some ways we can help is 
use less gas. We are losing fossil fuels like oil.  
 
Speaking of oil, the gas we are breathing in from factories and cars, is ruining our lungs. People with 
asthma can get really sick from breathing all that gas in. Some people can die if they don’t breathe in 
clean air. There are also many problems that have to do with your heart. Chemicals can go into your 
bloodstream, which eventually triggers a heart attack. We are putting ourselves in danger of dying. 
We are putting Earth in danger! 
 
The Earth is getting heated, and soon it might get too hot. Scientists have predicted that in the future, 
the climate will still be rising! The water cycle is eventually going to start speeding up soon. Our 
oceans are slowly (very slowly) starting to turn acidic. That leads up to acidic rain because when the 
acidic water evaporates, it’s eventually going to go to the precipitation stage. That's when all the 
acidic water rains down. When acid touches something, it starts to burn! I don’t think you would like 
all your skin being burned off! 
Fossil fuels are very important. They are useful resources that help us with many things. But, they 
won’t last long. Fossil fuels are things like oil, coal, or gas. Once you use them, you can’t ever use 
them again. That’s why we have to conserve them. Now you might be wondering, what do fossil fuels 
have to do with global warming? Well, when you burn them (like coal), they put harmful gas into the 
air. That’s the kind of gas that heats the Earth. When we drive cars, the gasoline heats up, and puts 
gas into the air, just like the coal.  
 
In conclusion, I think that we should start acting on fixing global warming. We’re losing fossil fuels that 
we can never get back. Animals that live in the Arctic are going extinct. The greenhouse gases are 
damaging our planet, and it’s bad for our health. If we don’t take action, we won’t be able to in the 
future! Think about what will happen if global warming is still rising in the future. 
 
-Mieschelle / 5th Grade 
 

Kindness Tickets 

 
Mr. Stevens has been working with Beaubien students for four to five weeks now. He is a restorative 
practice coach who does restorative practices with kids. Restorative practices are strategies to help 
restore relationships and friendships.  
 
The students at Beaubien Elementary School have been challenged by Mr. Stevens to spread 
kindness to someone in our community that is outside of our comfort zone. When you do something 
kind to a person you may give them a special ticket and ask them to pass it on.  
 
Mr. Stevens does something called a talk circle and the 6th graders were chosen to participate. A 
talking circle is a technique where students sit in a circle around the classroom. The students have 



the opportunity to share about their life and how they are feeling. This is done in a safe environment 
where students feel comfortable sharing. He did the talking circle with us so then we can share out 
how we feel and listen to our peers.  
 
In conclusion, Mr. Stevens, a restorative practice coach, came to our school to help with kindness 
and to help restore friendships and relationships. He did the talking circle with us, and we shared our 
feelings to the class in a safe and friendly environment. He has given us tickets to spread kindness to 
people, and we are looking forward to spreading kindness to others! 
 

Obscure Facts! 

 
1. The scientific term for brain freeze is sphenopalatine ganglioneuralgia. 

2. The book series After and now released movie by Anna Todd was first written online as a One 
Direction fanfiction based on Harry Styles. 

3. The infamous book Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss grew out of a bet with his editor that he could 
not create a book using fewer than 50 different words. Believe it or not- Bennet Cerf, the editor and 
founder of Random House, put $50 on the line, and lost. 

4. High Heels used to be worn by men. In the 10th century, men in Europe wore heels to make it 
easier to ride their horses and stay in their stirrups. According to Slate.com, “The Persian calvary 
wore inch high heels...since they showed that the wearer owned and maintained horses, high heels 
became associated with the upper class.” 

5. Dolphins have names for each other! They’re already known as clever animals, but what’s pretty 
impressive is the unique whistle they make to distinguish between different members within their pod.  

6. Nicolas Cage was initially offered the role of Shrek. 

7. Mosquitoes pee on you when they suck your blood! But don’t take this as an insult, as they suck your 
blood, they need to release other bodily fluids. 

8. Snails actually have 14,000 teeth!  

9. Sonic the Hedgehog’s real name is actually Ogilvie Maurice the Hedgehog. 

10. 10. 8 out of the 10 largest statues in the world are of Buddhas. 
 
 

Teacher Spotlight 
Teacher Spotlight 2 

 
 
Today we are visiting a Beaubien teacher who has been here for over 25 years! The teacher we are 
interviewing this week is Mrs. O’Connell! She has been here for 29 years and still going. She 
absolutely loves Beaubien. 
 
Her 29th anniversary of being at this school was on March 5th and she can’t believe the fact that she 
has been teaching for this long. Some days she feels like she’s been teaching for 100 years, and 
some days she feels like it’s been 10 years. Her favorite part of teaching is meeting all the people 
here, from multiple generations. For example, she taught a Newspaper Club member’s mom from 
1992-1993. She doesn’t plan on teaching grandchildren, as when every day passes, she feels more 
like retiring.  
 



She has seen many changes throughout the school, such as the building, faculty, and student 
increase. There have been many years where there was no air conditioning, elevators, or even an 
annex. She has been in her class now, 300, for 25 years and going. She was also in room 200 for her 
first 4 years. She remembers Mrs. Solka’s classroom being a woodworking shop, and 307 being the 
principal’s office. She remembers the time capsule being put in in the year 2005, which was the 100th 
anniversary of the school.  
 
Her motivation for teaching is seeing kids and faculty. She has taught all subjects, but mainly loves 
Math and Social Studies. She has pictures from the time Buzz Aldrin, the 2nd man on the moon, 
came to this school. She always liked teaching 6th grade-8th grade. She has tons of old pictures that 
she takes care of to see the changes in school. She remembers the time there were basketball hoops 
at recess and the time that older kids had for school was 8:00-1:30. This is shorter than our day 
today! Kids had lunch at the end of the day, and had no recess. She has pictures of when the 
windows were rusty and old, and not as clear until the school years of ‘98 and ‘99, when they got 
changed to the windows we have now.  
 
Her favorite part of the school though, would be the auditorium. The reason why is because it’s been 
through so many changes over so many years. She remembers the wooden seats here today being 
the ones they put in about 100 or more years ago yet they still work today and are probably not going 
to end. So that concludes the end of our Teacher Spotlight, with the interview of a teacher, Mrs. 
O’Connell, who has been here for 29 years! We are looking forward to spending many more years 
with you at Beaubien! 
 

 

 

Beaubien Newspaper Staff 
 
My name is Kristen Kaczor, and I’m in 6th Grade. I joined the Newspaper Club because I thought it 
would be a great experience to possibly be one of the writers of our newspaper.  
 
Yamel Torres is the first school newspaper editor. I am also in 6th grade just like everyone else in 
this club. I joined this club because I love to write and tell true facts about people and places. 
 
I, Aaron Garcia, am in 6th Grade. I joined Newspaper Club so I can contribute. How I’m contributing 
is by making a new doc so that others can write a bio about themselves. I may sound boring right 
now, but I’m far from boring. 
 
Yours truly Evan Kolodiajny, soon to be the man behind the the to-be popular advice column “Ask 
Evan.” I joined the club because I wanted to write an advice column. 
 
Hi. My name is Mohamed Hamad, and I’m in 6th grade. I joined newspaper club to add to the 
Beaubien Banner. 
 
Hi, my name is Asad Sheikh. This club eats up my time, as I basically have nothing to do at home. 
But I still like this club as a time eater. :) 
My name is Joshua Pangan and I joined the newspaper club. This club helps improve my writing 
skills and it also makes me do something else than play f0rTnUt. “/  
 
Hi. My name is Saad Sheikh, and I joined this since I had nothing else to do. I enjoy this more than 
any other club I joined since it is free, and I like it :)))))))))))))))))))  



 
Hi my name Carsten and I am a computer boii! I do computer stuff and put stuff together. 
 
Hello my dudes, I'm Tija! I am in charge of interviewing students and teachers. 
 
Hayo! I’m Chloe. I like purple and I am in charge of writing some things for the newspaper. I hope to 
have fun! 
 
OOf, I'm Kristina and I love Shrek, math, and Beaubien. 
 
My name is Daris Kadric and I am part of newspaper club and in room 201. 
 
Hello, my name is Amanda Mendak and I'm in room 201. I love math and dancing. 

 
A Drawing by Tija and Chloe 
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