
          July 23, 2016 
Dear Beaubien Families, 
 
It is my hope that this letter finds you enjoying summer with your family 
and friends and surviving the storms from last weekend. 
 
Last week, I met with our Local School Council to discuss our school budget.  
Although CPS has weathered a doomsday budget, schools were not immune 
to budgets cuts.  Beaubien received an 8% reduction in funds from the fall of 
2015.  This is a reduction of approximately $397,000 for our school. There 
are three main factors that make up this decrease. 1. The per-pupil funding 
rate which is determined by the district was reduced mid-year last year.  
This is the rate the district is currently using, instead of the rate from last 
fall.  2. The number of families that qualify for free or reduced lunch has 
greatly decreased for our school in just one year and lastly, our projected 
enrollment is 38 students less than what it was last year.   
 
What does this mean for our school?   
 
We will be able to continue to fund 3 neighborhood and 1 Regional Gifted 
Center classrooms for 1st-8th grade as well as three Kindergarten classrooms 
and 1 Pre-K classroom. We will continue to be able to fund all of our 
“specials”…Music, Dance, Art, Spanish, Library, PE, Technology classes and 
extra Science Lab time. We will however be losing 1 Bilingual/ESL position.  
Students with ESL (English as a Second Language) will be placed in 
classrooms with ESL endorsed teachers and will no longer be receiving pull 
out support minutes. We will also be losing the extra neighborhood, fourth 
grade classroom.   
 
How can you help? 
 

1. PLEASE turn in fee waiver forms (free and reduced lunch forms) as 
well as school fees in a timely manner.  These forms determine if we 
qualify for supplemental state aide. Paying your child’s school fee 
reduces the strain on our budget and goes towards materials your 
children need. 

2. Stay active with our community.  Attend LSC and PTO meetings.  The 
LSC meets every second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 P.M. in the 
school library and the PTO meets the first Wednesday of the month at 
6:30 P.M. in the school auditorium. 

3. Continue to advocate for equal and fair school funding with your local 
and state representatives.  

 



Although these continue to be tough times for our school, everyone at 
Beaubien will continue to provide an outstanding education for ALL of our 
students.  
 
My door is ALWAYS open.  Please write or call and let me know your 
thoughts and ideas. 
 
We are………..BEAUBIEN BULLDOGS!! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Michelle H. Ludford  
Principal 
Beaubien Elementary 
mhludford@cps.edu 
773-534-3500 

 
 

 
 
 


