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As parents and educators, we have the same goals for our students: to get a quality education, in a safe 
and comfortable school, with dedicated, inspiring, and caring teachers. 

Our school strives towards reaching those goals every day – and even in the face of significant 
challenges, we’ve made great progress towards them.  Beaubien School continues to be a 1 + level 
school because of the dedicated teaching staff and the resources we are able to provide our students.  

I’m writing you today, because I need your help!   

Our school district, Chicago Public Schools (CPS), is facing a $480 million dollar budget shortfall that will 
have consequences on our staff and class size beginning next year if no action is taken. 

We need your help - this problem can’t be solved without you.  

Our elected leaders in Springfield are the ones who will decide whether or not funding will come 
through.  For years, Springfield has cut education funding - asking you as a taxpayer to do more and 
giving your kids less.  Now they must decide if they’ll provide CPS with needed relief in the form of $200 
million in pension costs and increased education funding across the state -- or whether they’ll continue 
to treat Chicago’s students unfairly.   

As parents and educators, we cannot fully focus on the needs of our students with continued financial 
instability that upends our schools.  It’s time we let Governor Rauner and our elected representatives 
know that this era of one-off budget tricks is over, and that we need them to treat Chicago students 
fairly, by funding Chicago schools and teacher pensions as they do for the rest of the state. 

Your voice – as a taxpayer, a voter, and a parent – is so critical for our leaders to hear.   

Please take a minute to visit cps.edu/takeaction, where you’ll find resources to help you speak up for 
our community.  And if you’d like to get more involved, please reach out to me. 

I’m confident we can solve this if we work together to let Springfield know that shared values around 
education means shared responsibility – and it’s high time they step up. 

Best regards, 

Michelle H. Ludford 

Principal 

Beaubien Elementary 
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