
Minutes of the Beaubien Elementary School PTO 

General Meeting 

September 10, 2014 

 

1. Meeting was called to order by Charlie Duncan 

2. Welcome from Ms. Ludford to all in attendance and introduction of new PTO board members. 

3. Treasurer’s Report from Louise Borre.  Rollover from last year was $28,000.  The current month 

saw $467.02 go out of the treasury and $1546.69 come in.  The PTO has received $1839.61 thus 

far from corporate partnerships including AmazonSmile, Target and iGive.  Louise mentioned 

that food cannot be used in the raising of funds this year and that there is still money in the 

playground fund. 

4. Committee Reports 

 Harvest Fest:  Laura Ell mentioned that we were still attempting to put together a fall 

festival on Oct. 24th.  The event’s details are currently being worked on.  Donations are being 

sought for pumpkins.  Ideas include crafts for the kids, a dance lesson a la “Thriller”, and 

movies.  Trunk or Treat has been nixed but donations of stickers and other Halloween 

themed items are sought in order to pass out to kids.  A letter needs to be sent this week to 

give parents enough time to organize.  Natalie would like to help with the “Thriller” dance 

lesson.  Apples need to be procured. 

 Art Benefit:  Laura Ell spoke that Eve Fineman wanted to head up the event to benefit the 

school’s art program.  She is working with Alderman Arena’s office to get a storefront 

location donated.  The donated location is where event would be held.  At the event, 

donated art would be auctioned and food/drinks sold to raise money for Beaubien.  Dates 

being looked into are mid-November.  Alderman’s office has sent a packet of information on 

how to proceed with securing location and any permits needed.      

 Gala:  Laura Ell talked about the event being both a community building and fundraising 

function.  She is looking at making it affordable so that more people can attend.  A thought 

was that Ms. Bryers  Auction could be incorporated and that the auction could have an 

online element to increase bidding on items.  The live auction would be silent. 

 5k: Laura Havens stated that the 5k could not kick off until spring.  Possibly April 18th or May 

3rd.  Once a date is finalized permits can be obtained.  Event would be a 5k and ¼ mile run 

for kids 10 and under.  5k races are new and exciting ways to raise funds!  Laura Havens 

wants  to open the event up to Beaubien families and the community as well.  Charlie 



Duncan offered a promoters information to Laura Havens and she has spoken with a 

company as well. 

 Wellness event:  Laura Havens said that students in Jefferson Park have some of the highest 

rates of obesity so she has proposed a Wellness Fair.  A proposal was distributed and 

examples were explained.  Yoga, pilates, martial arts, cooking demos, bike tune-ups, 

massage, P. E. instructors and health screenings are ideas worth looking into for the event.  

Laura Havens is seeking formal approval to proceed.  Charlie Duncan motioned to approve 

and Laura Ell seconded.  

 Wolves Game:  Dobra mentioned that the game is around Presidents Day and that the event 

should be pressed starting in November and December to draw more people out to the 

game. 

5. New Business 

 Membership/directory raffle:  Update by Veronica – People who joined the PTO at the 

Welcome Back Picnic were entered into raffle for a gift card.  If you join the PTO or 

Beaubien directory by September 24th, you are eligible for the bike and Target gift card 

drawing.  Charlie chose Danielle Bridges as the winner of the gift card.  Veronica 

appealed to spread the word about joining the PTO to all families of Beaubien and 

volunteering your time, too.  Charlie mentioned that the PTO benefits every student at 

Beaubien.  The PTO funds activities for every student in every class. 

 Parent’s Night Out: Update given by Laura Ell – PNO started last year.  This year 

combining PNO with dine-out event is sought.  Laura Havens is working on this PNO 

along with the parent of a 1st grade student.  PNO is going to avoid months with many 

events/Holidays.  1st event is to be held at Galvin’s Pub pending owner approval. 

 Book Fair:  Update given by Mary Anne - November 10th thru 14th (report card pickup).  

Volunteers needed for one hour or the whole week.  Last year Beaubien received $7000 

in books for the classrooms.    

6. Announcements 

 Science Fair boards are for sale for $5 until they run out.  They are available at the Open 

House.   

 Open House is Friday 6:30-8:30.  PTO will have a table with where parents can join and 

apparel  will be sold.  

 Motion to adjourn by Charlie. 2nd by Pete. 

Submitted by Pete Hirsch, Recording Secretary 

Attendees: 29 


