
Minutes of the Beaubien Elementary School PTO 

General Meeting 

December 3, 2014 

 

1. Meeting was called to order by Laura Ell at 6:41PM 

2. Motion to approve last meeting’s minutes by Pete Hirsch.  2nd by Shannan Bunting.\ 

3. It was announced that Charlie Duncan resigned as President on November 6, 2014 and the 

Board approved Laura Ell as the new President, serving out the rest of the term.  The Vice 

President position will not be filled. 

4. Treasurer’s Report from Louise Borre.    The income was $13,755.86 and expenses were 

$17,089.59.  The net income is -$3,333.75. But there is a buffer of about $27,000 from last year.  

T-Shirt sales from report card pick-up were $1,000.  The annual appeal has brought in $210.  The 

Harvest Moon Ball raised $819. Expenses the past month were insurance, copier maintenance, 

paper for events and field trip buses.  The book fair raised $11,663.39 but it isn’t cash, as it will 

come back in book value for classrooms.  Motion to approve $150 for Art for Art was 2nd by 

Shannan.  Motion to approve budget was 2nd by Shannan and Veronica. 

Ms. Ludford mentioned that there is a playground fund of $15,000 and she would like to form a 

parent committee to get support and make suggestions to PTO about improvements.  Kids and 

parents raised the money two years ago and she’d like to spread the word to see if anyone is 

interested in chairing a committee. She also mentioned that Lowes and Whole Foods issue 

grants for projects like these.  Norma mentioned that people ask for benches and garbage cans.  

Bob (parent in attendance) said that nothing out there is wheelchair accessible and there should 

be something for the kids who need it.  Ms. Ludford said that the school has 24 kids who could 

use accessible equipment. 

5. Committee Reports 

 Art for Art:  Laura Ell reported that today she helped out Eve Fineman at Fischman’s and the 

space looks great.  The art is great, too!  They mixed in the professional art with the kid’s art 

and it looks really nice.  The event is a nice jumping off point and maybe in the future they 

can do an auction.  A Paypal acct was created and will take credit cards.  The professional art 

is very reasonably priced.  DNA Info had a story and information has been pushed out to 

Facebook and Twitter.  Robocalls, too.  Kids art that didn’t get selected could be returned. 

 Gala:  Amy Oetter reported that the Park District is out.  They make you get permits and use 

their vendors.  Banquet halls seem to be around $50.00 a head.  She checked Moretti’s in 



Edison Park.  There is an upstairs banquet room.  The venue is near the Metra station.  

Domestic beer/wine/soda is $30 head, Italian buffet with 2hr call bar is $33.95 and an App. 

Buffet is $15 a person.  Shannan mentioned that there is a bowling alley near there with 

appetizers.  Laura Ell said that Café Marbella was very flexible with food choices but didn’t 

really want to close on a Friday or Saturday.  Amy said she was sending out emails to enlist 

help with the event. 

6. Old Business 

 Book Fair – Louise reported that $11663 in books were sold.  Six thousand dollars’ worth 

of books have been put into the classrooms and the rest will be redeemed in Scholastic 

points.  The trucks were seven hours late and the volunteers worked really hard.  

 Parent’s Night Out – Laura Havens reported that on November 15th not a single person 

came out to the event.  She will no longer be doing these events as there is no support 

for them.  Laura Ell said that there is room to do some community building but maybe 

not as many or they should move in another direction.  Laura Havens replied that she 

was not interested because no one showed up.  Laura Ell said that something needs to 

be re-worked.  Veronica asked if the goal was to get kids or parents together.  Laura Ell 

said maybe we can do a Mom’s night.  I invite 15 people who then invite like 3 people 

each…   

 Beaubien Apparel - Laura Ell stated we started with 240 shirts.  There are 32 left.  Just a 

few of each design remaining.  Tomorrow a new order form will get distributed that has 

sweatshirts, hoodies and new designs.  There’s a two week turnaround from order to 

delivery.  Orders will not be back by before winter break.  

 Science Fair – Norma Castrejon reported that judging is Friday from 8:30 to 10:30.  The 

public can view from 10:30-12:30.  Over 80 judges are coming.  Kids are dismissed from 

the fair during their regular lunch times. 

 Laura Ell stated that she has to leave the meeting and Louise Borre is taking over until 

the meeting concludes. 

 

7. New Business 

 Splash for Cash: Update given by Louise Borre – Splash for Cash is coming up. Last year 

we gave pizza parties as prizes for most money raised.  There are two fountains that 

need to be replaced.  It’s $5400 for both.  We’ll start in January.  



 Certificates Make Cents: Update given by Jim Sikora – More companies were added to 

the list.  The last one did really well with $262 in profit. 

 Wellness Fair: Update given by Laura Havens – It’s January 24th  from 10-2 but it wasn’t 

in Beaubien Banner.  Ms. Ludford mentions that she needs to create a flyer to push out 

to people so the event can be mentioned.  Just a blurb and send it out.  Veronica asks if 

she can talk about it some more.  Laura Havens says that the goal is to have health 

screening vendors come in and promote businesses in the area.  A chef is doing a 

cooking demo.  There are 4 Disney Hopper tix to give away, American Girl prize, 4 White 

Sox tickets.  She is asking vendors to bring gift cards.  She’s trying to get Zumba and 

kickboxing for kids as well as yoga.  The Zumba will need an hour.  She’s planning on 

using much of the school for the event, but does not have may commitments yet.  She’s 

checking out Smarty Pants Yoga and the alderman’s office is helping to reach out to 

vendors and spreading communication.  The event is open to the community.  Louise 

Borre asks if she has a budget and Laura Havens replies that she’s not sure she’ll need 

anything.  Laura Havens asks if she can give volunteers raffle tix as payment.  Norma 

answers yes as it was done with the Zumbathon event in the past.  Amy Oetter asks if 

security is needed.  Ms. Ludford says one person and Officer Betty is $150-200. 

 Membership raffle: Conducted by Veronica Ramirez  - The raffle is a promotion for new 

members of the PTO.  There were 24 new members and the prize is a $25 gift card.  She 

wants to think of ways to get kids excited to talk to parents about joining.  Ideas like 

homework passes.    Christina Misch was picked as the winner by Louise.  Jim Sikora 

mentioned that in his kid’s other school, they got 2 parents from each grade to act as 

reps and this improved parent involvement.  Louise stated that in her youngest 

daughter’s school, there are room parents and this works, too.  Norma stated that in the 

neighborhood program, kids switch classes and it’s hard to organize.  She continued that 

this was one of the points for the member directory.  Another barrier is that in the older 

grades you might not get any parents in some classes as involvement drops off.  Jim said 

that you won’t get everyone, but you might get more involvement.  Veronica said the 

same people got to events and we’ve already reached them.  The directory is a great 

way to reach more people.  Laura Havens added that something is broken in how we 

communicate.  If we had room parents, it would get people talking about events and 

spreading information.  I think there’s interest but people aren’t sure about what to do.  

Bob said that there needs to be a draw.  The first meeting has a huge turnout and then it 

drops off.  What if we gave a gift card for someone in attendance?  



8. Announcements 

 LSC Meeting December 10th. 

 Winter Break is December 22nd - January4th. 

 Skating Party is December 28th 

 

9. Motion to adjourn by Louise Borre 2nd by Veronica Ramirez at 7:52pm 

 

Submitted by Pete Hirsch, Recording Secretary 

Attendees: 12 


