
Minutes of the Beaubien Elementary School PTO 

General Meeting 

November 5, 2014 

 

1. Meeting was called to order by Laura Ell at 6:40PM 

2. Motion to approve last meeting’s minutes.  2nd by Shannan Bunting. 

3. Treasurer’s Report from Louise Borre.  The balance is $48695.04. Current equity  of $33,039.53.   

The income was $12,087.23 and expenses were $11,063.37.  The net income is $1,023.86.  .  

Parent’s Night Out raised $88 and Certificates Makes Cents made $262.  The Science Fair Boards 

brought in $200 and new Beaubien apparel sales raised $1380.  Only two more shirts need to 

sell to realize profit on the new apparel styles.  The Boo-Bien Bash brought in $1703 of which 

$1359.36 was profit.  Youth Theatre Chicago raised $1,418.26 from the summer 2014 session. 

Motion to approve budget was 2nd by Ms Ludford. 

4. Quick Announcement from Norma Castrejon :  Volunteers are needed for the Science Fair on 

December 4th from 2:45-4:30pm in the Gym.  People who can climb ladders are especially 

welcome.  Laura Ell added that there can be sign-up sheets on the membership table at report 

card pick-up.  Norma stated that there are going to be 100 kids in the Gym and she’ll need 

people to monitor them.  It’s not a lot of work, but you get to see all of the Science Fair projects.  

She is going to create a volunteer spot and put it on the Facebook page.  Ms Fly is looking for 

judges with a science background.  The judges get a crash course on how to do the judging and 

free breakfast, too!  Keely asked if college students were ok and Norma responded, “Yes.” 

5. Committee Reports 

 Harvest Ball:  Laura Ell reported from information provided by Charlie Duncan.  The Harvest 

Ball is at the Jefferson Park Field House and is for grades K-5th.  There will be dancing and 

refreshments.  It’s more of a feel good event.  Charlie is requesting a $300 budget.  Some 

items might be donated but there will be overhead.  Motion to add budget line item 

brought by Shannan Bunting and 2nd by Veronica Ramirez. 

 Art Benefit:  Laura Ell said that a Facebook event was created and it’s on the Beaubien 

Facebook page.  Flyers have been created.  There is an in-school call for submissions with 

directions on what is needed.  The art that was donated will be really discounted!  Not every 

child submitting art will get accepted.  Eve met with Shane at Fischman’s .  Food truck will 

be on-site and 20% of ALL bar sales will get donated to Beaubien.   The PTO will have access 

to the side room a week before the event to set up and people who are handy are welcome 



to help out.  Last meeting Eve asked for $80 for equipment rental.  Keeley is tweeting artists 

and Alderman Arena to spread word of the event.  Shannan is pushing it out to the media. 

 Gala:  Laura Ell said that the search continues for a location for the event on April 25th. The 

date is tough to secure because of weddings and graduations.  The idea is to have the event 

be BYOB to help keep costs down.  Café Marbella might work on a Sunday, but they are 

reluctant to close the restaurant on a Friday or Saturday to hold the Gala.  They have offered 

to put together some information on what the food would cost.  Tre Kroner was talked to 

but the space seems too small (50-60 max).  Colletti’s is worth looking into.  Keeley asked 

about hotels, but they are too expensive.  Ms. Bryers asked about having a cash bar.  

Shannan stated that we can’t sell the alcohol ourselves because of license requirements.  If 

you sell alcohol at all you need someone who is insured to do so.  Amy Oetter asked if that 

was something the PTO could accuire.  Shannan replied that it was a licensing matter, but a 

space could donate that cost.  Amy added that caterers seemed much more affordable, so 

you could even rent out a park field house room.  Veronica said that Sokol Gymnastics has 

space available and that Carmen could get the number.  MaryAnne offered that the 

Norwood Park Historical Society also has a house that gets rented. 

 Book Fair:  MaryAnne said that the trucks come tomorrow and she needs volunteers.   The 

trucks should be here around 9am.  Book sale starts on Monday.  No school Tuesday.  Sell 

Wednesday through Friday.  Last year lunch was donated and it was delicious! 

5. Old Business 

 Parent’s Night Out:  Laura Ell stated that the PNO event at Vaughn’s made $88. It was 

mostly folks from one class and she would like to make it more of a community event to 

get more involvement.  Veronica said that the next PNO is November 15 from 7-10. 

 Boo-Bien Bash:  Amy Oetter reported that it was a great event and everyone worked 

very hard.  There was nothing in the event that should be axed for next year.  It was 

really a low budget event but you couldn’t tell because the kids were so into it.  The 

weather was great and that helped a lot.  The movie was a great idea and we should 

think about doing a spring movie.   People came with picnics.  She asked if we could do 

an inside movie next year and the answer was the janitorial situation makes that hard. 

 Beaubien Apparel:  Laura Ell stated that 117 shirts were sold at the Boo-Bien Bash.  240 

were purchased.  More will get sold at report card pick-up.  There will be a flyer that has 

all designs on it.  We will want to get more inventory soon. 

 

 



6. New Business 

 Certificates Make Cents: Update given by Rebecca Siebold – profit was about $250.  The 

next date is December 5th deadline.  It starts two week prior.  The sheet should be out 

before Thanksgiving break so the kids can hit up relatives during the holiday.  If it’s 

turned in by Monday, December 1st the cards should be back by the 9th. 

 Communications Protcol:  Update given Shannan Bunting –  Flyers or other information 

to be sent out should be handed to Shannan who will bring it to Ms. Ludford before it 

gets sent out.  Veronica asked if materials can be sent to 

communications@beaubienpto.org?  Shannan responded that yes, this is for events we 

want the community to know about. 

 Report Card Pick Up: Reported by Laura Ell – Apparel will be sold on the 12th during 

report card pick-up and if anybody would like to help it is appreciated.  There are about 

125 new shirts left as well as an unknown quantity of old design shirts.  Report Card 

pick-up is from 11:30 to 6:30 and someone from the PTO is going to have to be there 

because of the cash from apparel sales.  We’ll connect and see who can man the tables. 

 Reality Fair: Update by Veronica Ramirez – The event is run by Lori Gee.  She needs help 

signing up volunteers at report card pick-up.  Jenny Conlon  has volunteered for this in 

the past.  Lori Gee is looking for someone who would like to learn about how the event 

is run.  Jenny Conlon is probably going to do this, too.  The Reality Fair is in April and is 

an all-day event. 

7. Announcements 

 No school Friday the 7th, Veteran’s Day the 11th, and report card pick-up the 12th. 

 Thanksgiving Break is November 24th-26th. 

 High School night is Oct. 16th 

 Skating Party is December 28th 

 

8. Motion to adjourn by Laura Ell.  2nd by Shannan Bunting at 7:26pm 

9. ADDENDUM – PTO Board President Charlie Duncan resigned via email on November 6th.   Below 

is the letter of resignation that was submitted.  

 

 
 

mailto:communications@beaubienpto.org


Parent Teachers Organization of Beaubien Elementary  
5025 N. Laramie Ave. 
Chicago, Il. 60630 

Dear Board Members 

It is with much consideration and regret that I must inform you that I am resigning as President of the 
Parent Teachers Organization.  

I must say how proud I am to have been a part of the local PTO in our community. I feel that the 
educational needs of our children have been greatly served by the organization over the years. We have 
had a great group of parents, and many supportive teachers within our school system. I am sure the PTO 
of Beaubien will continue to make a valuable contribution to the education of community youth for 
many years. 

Sincerely 
Charles Duncan 
 

 

Submitted by Pete Hirsch, Recording Secretary 

Attendees: 12 


