
Minutes of the Beaubien Elementary School PTO 

General Meeting 

October 1, 2014 

 

1. Meeting was called to order by Charlie Duncan at 6:45PM 

2. Motion to approve last meeting’s minutes.  2nd by Veronica Ramirez. 

3. Treasurer’s Report from Louise Borre.  Current equity of $32,000.   The income was $9222.71 

and expenses were $5010.83.  The net income is $4211.88.  Membership brought in $3070. 

There was $855 in donations.  The annual appeal has raised $230.  Parent’s Night Out raised 

$100 and apparel sales at Open House brought in $1800.  It was approved to move $1000 into 

the Teacher’s request fund.  Louise stated that Target donations carry over year to year and that 

AmazonSmile has donated $10 so far.  Ms. Ludford stated that teachers normally submit 

monetary requests at the end of the year for special expenses and the Board can give the go 

ahead to reinstate.  Shannan Bunting asked if it is possible to allocate money to each teacher 

rather than it being 1st come 1st served.  Ms. Ludford said that teachers put in requests in spring 

for the following year.  Shannan Bunting wondered why specially fund Magazine subscriptions?  

Ms. Bryers offered that magazine subscriptions are more than the $200 classroom enhancement 

budget.  Shannan wants to make sure that there is not a shortfall and that the process is 

equitable for all teachers.  Eve Fineman asked if there is a $ cap that the PTO can increase.  

Motion to approve budget was 2nd by Shannan Bunting. 

4. Committee Reports 

 Art Benefit:  Eve Fineman reported that the benefit is Friday, December 5th, time TBD in the 

Fischman’s side room.  Art is donated by professional artists and curated student made art, 

too.  Fischman’s donating 20% of sales to Beaubien and is dealing with bartender licenses.  

Kids are welcome.  The space and DJ’s for event are free.  Equipment for event is about $80.  

Artwork hanging is barebones (hanger clips & nails).  Lisa Hazen and Eve are creating 

graphics for event.  There will be a call out for submissions.  Not every student submitting 

will get chosen.  Kids will get prizes for 1st-3rd place.  Eve is getting bios of artists to display 

with pieces.  Alderman’s office was very helpful in this endeavor.  She hopes to raise the 

PTO a good amount of money.  She does not know about the need for tables and chairs yet 

and she is trying to get food trucks and more donations.  Eve wants to emphasize that the 

event is to help the art program.  Can we say that a % is going to art program?  She’ll get 

approval on wording before anything goes out.  Ms. Ludford wants to notify Nadig News.  



Shannan and Eve will work together to get PR/news mentions.  It is not going to be an 

auction but feedback is wanted on prices for the pieces.  Can we get an iPhone card swipe 

for credit card purchases?  Ms. Ludford mentioned that Dec. 5th is also Science Fair Day. 

 Boo Bien Bash:  Amy Oetter stated that the planning is without using food or even many 

resources.  A flyer went out for Trunk or Treat.  There are 3 volunteers so far.  There are 

pumpkin donations & games.  Face painting and tattoos are going to be from parent 

volunteers.  Jen Conlan has arraigned for an outdoor projector to show the movie.  New 

designs of Beaubien apparel will be for sale.  A costume contest could have a 1st and 2nd 

prize of t-shirts and homework passes.  “Thriller” tutorial is in the works, we’ll see if it comes 

together.  There will be nothing inside and there will have to be a budget for security.  She 

has a barebones budget.  It will be $3 at door or $2 with non-perishable food item.  They can 

sell water and glow sticks.  She wonders if a parent with CPD could donate time as security.  

Ms. Ludford noted that Officer Betty would work it and that picnics would be allowed.  Amy 

said budget with face painting & supplies is $845 plus two security officers at $100 each, not 

including water purchases.  Some items may be donated so budget would come down.  

Veronica mentioned that using volunteer spot could ease obtaining volunteers and 

donations.  Amy said that the flyer would go out Monday.  Motion for $600 to Beaubien 

Bash.  Seconded. 

 Gala:  Laura Ell said event would be in April, date TBD.  Lido Banquets on Milwaukee is 

booked in April and she is hoping to secure the 25th somewhere.  A BYOB is just fine and she 

is checking out Café Marbella this week.  Ms. Bryers offered that Phil’s Pizza D’Oro at 

Milwaukee and Austin is BYOB.  Mary Anne Newman said that Tre Kroner has an upstairs 

room. 

5. Old Business 

 Parent’s Night Out:  Laura Ell stated that the PNO event made $100 and Laura Havens 

was working on the next one. 

5. New Business 

 Apparel: Update given by Laura Ell - There are 3 new designs.  The 1st batch is a purchase 

of 240 shirts.  After that you can order other sizes and shirts on an order form.  We want 

to keep inventory small.  The PTO will do a few orders a year.  There is a 10-12 day 

turnaround from when a shirt is ordered to when it arrives in a classroom.  Shirts are 

sent directly to student’s room.  Laura could not find how much the shirts cost in the 

past.  New shirts will be $10-12.  There is a $300 or so upfront cost and the hope is to 

bring in $1000-1200.  All options for shirts will be included on flyer as well as girls sized 



shirts.  Charlie asked if there needs to be a new line on the budget for this and Ms. 

Bryers answered that such a line already exists. 

 Website updates:  Update given by Norma Castrejon –  Facebook and website updates 

should coincide.  Norma handles the website updates. 

 Membership: Update given by Veronica Ramirez – She is working with Keely on 

membership.  In the 1st month, there were 240 members.  Last year there were 356.  

Last year there was $5352 in membership deposits compared to about $3000 this year.   

There are about 700 families at Beaubien and last year 38% joined.  People think that if 

they join PTO, they will have to be on a committee when really, membership is more like 

a donation.  Some teachers have asked what the membership numbers are for their 

class.  They are working on a google doc so the teachers can check the status of their 

class.  Norma stated that she is creating a google group for correspondence.  Keely is 

working on the Beaubien directory.  A business has approached Veronica to pay to 

appear in the directory.  Beaubien family businesses appear for free, but outside 

businesses can pay to be included.  Keely is looking for someone to put this together.  

She is trying to get an electronic version out by the end of October and a hard copy in 

November.  Veronica Ramirez conducted the bike raffle.  Kids in attendance picked the 

winning numbers.  #53 was Sophia Lutska as the girl’s winner and #23 was the boy’s 

winner.  The 6th to 8th grade winner was #10 Trevor Debord. 

 Certificates Make Cents: Update by Laura Ell – Sheets are going out soon.  October 15th 

and in December, March and May.  Rebecca Siebold is starting project then Grace Sikora 

is taking over. 

 Science Fair: Update by Norma Castrejon – Fair is December 5th and help is needed on 

4th and 5th afterschool till 4:30pm 

 Book Fair: Update by Mary Anne Newman – Volunteers are needed for set up and 

teardown.  Set up on Thursday, November 6th, Friday off, Monday open, Tuesday off and 

Wed Report Card pick up noon to 6:30pm.  The school gets paid in books and each 

teacher gets $100.00 in books. 

6. Announcements 

 Ms. Shelley is looking for adult volunteers for mosaic work around water fountains.  

Starting next week from 3-4:40pm.  Volunteers will be needed for a while. 

 LSC meeting is Oct. 8th 

 High School night is Oct. 16th 

 PNO is Oct. 17th 

 Skating Party is December 28th 



 Motion to adjourn by Charlie. 2nd by Shannan. 

Submitted by Pete Hirsch, Recording Secretary 

Attendees: 19 


