
Jean Baptiste Beaubien School 

Local School Council Meeting Minutes 

September 10, 2014 

 

Commencement 

Meeting called to order by Chair David Gee at 7:01pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Present Paula Barnhart, Norma Castrejon, David Gee, John Heller , Sue Kawecki,  

Michelle Ludford,  Kathy Keenan-Renkosiak, Amy Serafin, Sherri Siewerski, 

Deb Solka, Keeley Sorokti 

 

Absent  Sue Kaweki, Kim Sineni 

 

Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Amy Serafin and seconded Kathy Keenen- Renkosiak to approve both 

the June 2014 and July 2014 minutes.  A vote was taken and passed unanimously. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

A motion was made by Deb Solka and seconded by Norma Casterjon to approve the Agenda for 

tonight’s meeting.  A vote was taken and passed unanimously. 

 

Principal’s Report  

 Enrollment    

Current enrollment total is 1140 including Pre K students (1100 without Pre K). Projected 

enrollment last spring was 1142 not including Pre K, so we’re at a decrease which impacts 

funding. On the 10
th

 day of the school year, the enrollment number that determines funding will 

be set.  Despite lower enrollment overall, we’re have hefty class sizes in all grades except 6 & 8. 

 

 Building  

Armark has been contracted by CPS but there have been issues with layoffs and retention, as 

well as timely service. Beaubien was cleaned early this summer  and continues to be staffed, led 

by a new manager. Two members of our custodial staff should be retained, but situation is 

tenuous.  

 

 School Assessments  

We are in the midst of NWEA testing, which will run 3 weeks. With our technology updates, 

there has been bandwidth to allow for testing to run smoothly this year.  

 

 After School Programs 

1.  After School All Stars- No word yet on whether we will receive funding through the grant.  

2.  Right At School – Going strong with 80 students enrolled. Enrichment will begin shortly. 

 

 Professional Development  

1.  Network opportunities for Literacy professional development (our #1 CIWP goal) and EL 

(English Learners) professional development will benefit a total of 6 staff members.  



2.  New Generation Science Standards (NGSS) – Since it is not included in Common Core, Mr. 

Carr will go to PD over the coming months. 

 

 Techonology  

Beaubien has seen major improvements on the technology front including 4 Chrome Book carts, 

a new Mac and PC lab, and one new iPad cart. An additional 5 Promethean boards are ready for 

installation, pending contract signature. Once they are installed, we will have a total of 19.   

 

 Changes for 2013- 2014 

1.  Right At School now runs lunch/recess. The play lot is zoned to control the chaos, with 

students given an option of where they would like to play.  

2.  RTI (Response to Intervention) is now MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Support), a program to 

help at-risk students prior to referral for special services testing. Interventions are put in place 

and monitored for 6 weeks prior to an evaluation. A benefit of the new program is the inclusion 

of a behavioral component.   

3.  Free Lunch: since funding is tied to the free lunch program (54% free and reduced last year), 

families must be encouraged to return the program paperwork. We are currently at 46% with 200 

yet to be returned. 

4.  Olweuss Training: 1 training session has been completed with 2 more scheduled before the 

plan is rolled out to the entire Beaubien community . Surveys were distributed to grades 3 and 

up, and data has been compiled to guide goals for the program and how it will run.  

5.  Spanish and Dance programs are up and running.  

 

New Business 

 Budget Transfers-None 

 Fundraising Approval- PTO meeting is running simultaneously and fundraiser approvals 

will be submitted to us via email.  

 

Committee Reports 

 PTO - Waiting on a report as the PTO meeting was running concurrently. 

 Communications - Keeley Sorokti, Norma Casterjon, Jenny Conlon & Ms. Ludford had a 

call this summer to talk about ways to keep families and members of Beaubien 

community connected and get messages out.  

 Diverse Learners - See RTI/MTSS info in Principal’s Report  

 BAC - First meeting this Friday at 8:15am 

 PPLC – no report 

 Community Outreach - Roberts Square Park has a new playground. LSC Coalition of 

LSCs - no update. 

 Treasurer’s Report-Paula submitted the reconciled report 

 

Old Business 

None 

 

Public Participation 

Jim Sikora, parent of a child newly enrolled in Options program, and also an LSC member at 

Smyser Elementary School, attended our meeting.  He shared concerns related to the increase in 



free lunches and concurrent decrease in lunch room staffing. The lines have become quite long 

and by the time students have their lunches, there is little time left for eating. Ms. Ludford is 

aware of the issue and hopes that with a staffing analysis it can be addressed. 

 

 

Executive Session  

LSC Chairperson, David Gee, called for an Executive Session at 7:42pm.  The session adjourned 

at 7:56pm. 

 

Adjournment 

Next Meeting - October 8, 2014 at 6:45pm 

A motion was made by Kathy Keenan-Renkosiak and seconded by Paula Barnhart to adjourn the 

meeting.  A vote was taken and passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 7:58pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Serafin 

LSC Secretary 

 

 

 

 


