
July 20, 2015  

Dear Beaubien Families,  

 
 

I hope this letter finds you enjoying summer with your family and friends. 
With the school year fast approaching I hope that you are able to spend as 
much time together as possible.  

 
I'm sure many of you have seen the media coverage of the budget crisis for 

Chicago Public Schools. Across more than 600 schools, there has been $200 
million in budget cuts, 1400 positions closed, cuts made at the network 

level, a plan to consolidate bus stops for all Magnet/Regional Gifted Center 

(RGC) schools, later high school bell times to save on busing costs, and $11 
million cut from facilities repair budgets.  

 
At this point, everything seems to be on the table and Beaubien was not 

immune to these cuts. Thankfully, we were not impacted as greatly as other 
schools due to our steady enrollment numbers and I am confident we are 

well-positioned to continue providing an education that will equip our 

students with 21st century skills necessary to be college and career ready. 
However, we did see cuts and we will have to make some adjustments. We 

lost a one-half bilingual position and $114,000 that was dedicated for our 

RGC. (City-wide, the amount of money allocated for the Regional Gifted 
Centers was reduced by one third.) Furthermore, the CPS budget does not 

provide funds to cover benefit and standard of living increases for school 

personnel. Consequently, these costs will be funded through our school 
based budget.  

 
Despite the fiscal challenges, I am happy to tell you that we will be able to 
cover all of our core curricular programs as well as all of our specials such as 
music, art, dance, PE, library, technology, fine arts and Spanish which all 
students benefit from. With the support of the LSC, the difficult but 
necessary decision was made to end our Lead Literacy Teaching position and 
to make a change within our Latin program for the RGC. Latin will now be 
part of a new Classical Studies program within the LA classrooms. This RGC 
class will continue to focus on the importance of vocabulary and how to 
dissect our words in English by understanding Latin root words. The Classical 
Studies format will also afford us an opportunity to place an emphasis on 
mythology as well as studying Latin cultures.  

 
On another positive note, using funds previously allocated from last year's 
budget, we were able to purchase a new math curriculum for all students in 
K-5. The neighborhood program will be using the CCSS aligned Envision 2.0 
by Pearson Education and the Options program will be using the CCSS  



aligned Everyday Math by the University of Chicago. We would have  

purchased a new series for our 6-8th grade students however, none of the 

materials presented to us by the CPS department of math met our criteria. 

We will continue to make this a priority for the future.  

 
Although these are tough times for our school, we will continue to provide an 

excellent education for all of our students at Beaubien. Please contact myself 

or any of our LSC members with any questions or concerns that you may 
have.  
 
Best regards,  

Michelle H. Ludford  

 
 

Principal  

Beaubien Elementary  

mhludford@cps.edu  

 
 
 

Local School Council Members  

 
David Gee-Chairperson----davidgeez@hotmail.com  

Sherry Siewerski-Vice Chairperson----sharebear26@aol.com  

Keeley Sorokti-Secretary----keeleysorokti1@gmail.com  

Norma Castrejon----ncastrejon4483@gmail.com  

Carmen Correra----carmen.correa07@yahoo.com  

Kathy Renkosiak----momtimes5@sbcglobal.net  

Amy Serafin----amyrserafin@yahoo.com  

Paula Barnhart-----pjbarnhart@cps.edu  

Debbie Solka-----dlsolka@cps.edu  

Kim Sineni-----ktsineni@cps.edu  


